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Interaction with the �shing industry was 
by far the most frequent cause of death, but 
abandoned �shing gear and other human 
debris killed lots of turtles too.

Last year, when scientists dissected a strand-
ed loggerhead turtle in Italy, they found a 
shocking array of plastic inside the turtle’s 
stomach. Sea turtles often mistake plastic 
bags in water for one of their favorite food 
sources—jelly�sh—and then swallow them. 
The beach we were walking on was littered 
with plastic. Why would we expect this 
turtle’s gut to look any different?

Most of the time, I’m a glass-half-full kind 
of person, but the turtle’s death rattled me. I 
was angry at humanity’s short-sightedness, at 
how our lack of awareness for our own place 
in nature allows us to crush the lives of other 
organisms without regard.

I debated through the night whether to show 
the kids the turtle. Like most parents, I try to 
protect my kids from the horrors of the world. 
When they do see something horrible—im-
ages of war or ecological destruction—I try 
to help interpret their sadness and anger so 
it doesn’t lead to long-term fear or despair. 

My boys need to understand that the world is 
in trouble, but that it doesn’t have to be. The 
environmental problems we face—plastic 
pollution, climate change, habitat destruc-
tion and more—are problems that humans 
invented, which we can also solve. The 
battle to protect the creatures who live here 
with us—and preserve a robust and vibrant 
ecology for my children and their children 
to grow up in—is a battle worth �ghting. It 
is the reason why their mom works a lot, and 
cares about her work, and sometimes misses 
dinner or bedtime or baseball games. And, 
that understanding begins with the beauty 
and tragedy of this dead turtle.

The next morning, we went back to the 
beach. I brought the boys to the dead turtle, 
so sad and yet so beautiful. They stared. Oscar 
started to cry.

I keep the photos of the turtle from this trip 
as a reminder of what I work for: to protect 
our air, water and open spaces, and to make 
this planet more livable not only for humans, 
but for all life. And for an ocean that is once 
again safe for all the creatures that depend 
on it, including the quiet, wonderful and 
majestic loggerhead sea turtle.

My internal nature island was rocked in 
February, but it is still standing. I sure hope 
that my kids’ memory islands are too. 

By Johanna Neumann, Senior Director,  
Campaign for 100% Renewable Energy

Originally published at  
https://environmentamerica.org

Our work to defend the environ-
ment never stops, even during 
a global pandemic. We’re still 
advocating on your behalf (at 
a safe social distance) for clean 
air, clean water, clean energy, 
wildlife and open spaces. Look-
ing at what we’re accomplishing 
together, despite all the chal-
lenges we face, gives me hope 
for the future of our movement. 

Thank you for making it all 
possible with your action and 
support, 

Campaign for 100% Renewable Energy 
Senior Director Johanna Neumann in her 
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As schools shut down, we came up with 50 
environmental activities kids can do at home
With schools closing across the country this 
March, many parents wondered how their 
kids would fill their days. Megan Severson 
was ready to help.

Megan, director of our partner group in 
Wisconsin, came up with a list of 50 envi-
ronmental activities kids can do at home, 
released by our national network on March 
16. On Megan’s list: becoming an energy 
waste detective by using our citizen’s guide 

From gardening projects to virtual tours of 
national parks, there are dozens of things kids 
can do to stay busy, keep learning, and make a 
difference for the environment.

to reducing energy waste, creating an outdoor 
or indoor garden, hiking a local park or taking 
a virtual tour of Yellowstone or the Florida 
Keys, making art out of foraged materials, and 
much more.

“From gardening projects to virtual tours of 
national parks, there are dozens of things kids 
can do to stay busy, keep learning, and make a 
difference for the environment,” said Megan. 
“Like me, I’m sure plenty of parents would 
love to help their kids fill this time by learning 
about the planet and how to protect it.” 

Our Greener Together project aims to provide 
opportunities for those who are practicing 
social distancing to connect with the natural 
world and other like-minded people.
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Our mission: 
We all want clean air, clean water and 
open space. But it takes independent 
research and tough-minded advocacy 
to win concrete results for our 
environment, especially when 
powerful interests stand in the way of 
environmental progress. 

That’s the idea behind Environment 
New York: Clean Air, Clean Water, 
Open Space, a project of Environment 
America, Inc. We focus exclusively on 
protecting New York’s air, water and 
open spaces. We speak out and take 
action at the local, state and national 
levels to improve the quality of our 
environment and our lives.

Environment New York81 Prospect St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11201
(646) 357-8488
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